
Basic Principles of Right and Wrong in Christianity

The Gospels do not offer an extensive set of rules, nor even one law to be enforced. A

The Gospels teach key principles, so the individual must think and reflect, to apply these to human life.

God Other People

Love
Love God with all your heart, and

soul, and mind.
Love your neighbour as yourself

and love your enemies
(shown in the Parable of the Good Samaritan.)

Forgiveness God forgives those are are truly
sorry for their bad acts.

Forgive those who do bad things
against you.

Most Christians reject any description of Christianity as a “religion of the book”. B 
Christian teaching describes the conscience as “the voice of God” within each person. C

Examination of conscience is a regular & fundamental part of many Christian lives. D

A  This is referenced, for example, albeit implicitly, in Article VII of the Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion of the Church of England.
B  Notably, the Catholic Cathechism explicitly states that Christianity is not a “religion of the book”. Statistically, Catholics are about half of all Christians.
C  Notably Saint Augustine, & much later, J. H. Newman. See also: Cathechism of the Catholic Church, Part 3, Sect. 1, Ch. 1, Art. 6 (particularly parag. 1776)
D  Catholic & Orthodox Christians are required to examine their consciences regularly. Protestantism is diverse, & Protestant attitudes vary greatly.
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